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sea-going vessels on the Parana^ and Concordia occupies a similar
position on the Uruguay.
There are now in the Argentine over 25,000 miles of railway,
constructed largely by British capital., and situated chiefly in the
valley of the Parana and in the wheat-grov,irig districts. Among
the most important lines are the Buenos Aires Great Southern,
\vhicli serves the province of Buenos Aires, and goes to Xenqnen,
on the Rio Negro, but has the greater part of its system within 200
miles of the capital or Bahia Blanca; the Central Argentine, which
connects the capital with Rosario, Cordoba, Santa Fe, and Tuea-
rn an; a government line from Rosario by Tucumyn and Jujuy to
La Quiaca on the frontier of Bolivia, whence a line runs to La Paz;
the Entre Rios and Argentine North Eastern, which serve the
country to the east of the Parana, the main line running from
Ibicuy on that river, by Concordia, to Monte Caseros, where it
divides, one branch going to Corrientes and the other co Posadas,
opposite Encamaci :n on the Paraguayan system; the Buenos
Aires Western, which brings the cattle and wheat of La Pampa and
San Luis to the coast; and last, but not least, the Buenos Aires
and Pacific, which connects with the Chilean railway to Valparaiso
by means of the tunnel under the Uspallata Pass. The heavy
gradients on the Andean sections of this line, the break of gauge
at Mendoza and again at Los Andes on the Chilean side of the
frontier, and the difficulty of keeping the line open in the mountains
during the winter months, have all tended to prevent much heavy
traffic on this route.
It will be noticed that these railways are ail connected with
one or other of the chief ports of the country: Buenos Aires and
La Plata, Rosario and Bahia Blanca. Through the first of these
pass the greater part of the imports and no inconsiderable share
of the exports of the whole country, La Plata, connected by rail
with the capital, is principally used by ships unable, on account
of their size, to ascend higher up the river. Rosario, which comes
second to Buenos Aires in respect to tonnage, is the agricultural
port of the Parana valley and of all that northern region the trade
of which is chiefly carried by the rivers. Bahia Blanca, in the
south of the province of Buenos Aires, is the terminus of those lines
which are opening up the southern Pampa. Much wool is exported
here, as also is wheat from the central Pampa.